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wii isoThe Downside of Being a Global Ally One of the most controversial elements in the post-Cold
War transition has been the new doctrine of the United States’ post-Cold War international role, an
effort to overcome the West’s traditional sense of self-isolation and pre-empt the communist threat.
But while the “war on terror” has brought the country into alliances with Germany, Japan, and
Turkey, the new global order faces its own set of threats. In an ideal world, the U.S. would have
acted to prevent the collapse of the Soviet Union, then it would have pursued reform and democracy
through the 1990s. But the reforms of Eastern Europe have failed miserably, and as a result the U.S.
has found itself the reluctant, if not leader, of a new and much smaller “global security community”.
Further Reading As a result of this transformation, the U.S. must act in both the short and long-term
to secure the realization of its new global goals. The short-term actions will be the maintenance of
good relations with its allies, while the long-term goal will be the protection of a stable world order
that supports the U.S. strategically. In order to achieve this, the U.S. must, from time to time, act as
a global champion to assist the international community. The U.S. has done this successfully in its
recent interactions with Iraq and Afghanistan, but is now looking into new territories. Japan, the
most likely candidate for this, is currently facing a major crisis in relations with China. Following the
Japanese Defense White Paper, the U.S. may be the leader in the Asian-Pacific region. This involves
more than the protection of territory, but also the protection of Japan’s civilian society. Historically,
the armed forces have been the primary providers of social services to their country, but with an
aging society and shrinking population, these services may become an important domestic issue.
Further, Japan is also looking for sources of energy, and Washington, accustomed to playing the role
of supplier, may be a more hospitable partner than the current politically controlled system. It will
therefore be interesting to see how the U.S. engages with Japan in the coming years. In a region
where both Iran and Saudi Arabia are looking for a
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